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Body 


On the eve of Canada's national election, Swedish teen climate activist Greta Thunberg is set to march through the 
streets of Edmonton, a walk-through performance sure to generate a tsunami of media coverage that could even 
influence the outcome of the vote. The message will be clear to fossil-fuel-rich Albertans: We are on the verge of 
climate disaster, mass extinctions and even the annihilation of human existence - and you are to blame. 


By slight coincidence, the same alarmism was conveyed earlier this week by a woman who, when she was the 
same age as 16-year-old Greta, was known as Peggy. As she accepted her shared Brooker Prize in London on 
Monday for "The Testaments," her new "dystopian thriller," 79-year-old Margaret Atwood did her little bit to promote 
the same grim alarmism - lifted from scaremongering scientists - that planet Earth is doomed without a massive 
overthrow of the world economy and an end to fossil fuels. 


On her lapel as she appeared with her co-winner at the awards event, Bernardine Evaristo, Atwood sported a 
badge that carried the logo of the mass youth movement( /httos:/Avww.fastcompany.com/90414932/how-the- 
extinction-rebellion-got-its-powerful-unsettling-logo ) known as Extinction Rebellion, or XR for short. 


@MargaretAtwood(_hitps://twitter.com/MargaretAtwood?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw ) showing her support for 


@ExtinctionR( https://twitter.com/ExtinctionR ?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw ) and Writers Rebel this morning before 
an interview with the podcast team. Thank you Margaret ?????? this will be an amazing podcast 
#ExtinctionRebellion( httos://twitter.com/hashtag/ExtinctionRebellion?src=hash&;ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw ) 
#WritersRebel( httos://twitter.com/hashtag/WritersRebel?src=hash&;ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw ) 
pic.twitter.com/ByULFdwdXc( https.//t.co/ByULFdwdXc ) 

- XRWritersRebel (@XrRebel) October 14, 2019( 


httos://twitter.com/XrRebel/status/1 183684993899520005?ref_src=twsrc%5Ettw ) 


She also flashed the XR logo for photographers to indicate her solidarity with a major rebellion demonstration that 
aimed this week to shut down London's financial district( /Attos:/www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home- 
news/extinction-rebellion-protests-london-live-today-latest-greta-thunberg-speech-a9154851.htm! ). Said Atwood: 
"Extinction Rebellion? I'm very happy to see them show up after all these years. Because the biologists and people 
in the environmental field have been saying this for a very long time." The logo, wrote Atwood in a new oped, ( 
https:/www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-not-sure-how-to-vote-start-with-the-parties-that-recognize-theres- 


a/) "looks like an hourglass, and it means time is running out." 


In Calgary, assorted local politicians - notably the city's Mayor Naheed Nenshi and Edmonton's Don Iveson - have 
expressed interest in "chatting" with Thunberg about municipal climate plans on Friday. Nenshi said in a statement 
the teen activist is "very welcome." 
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Why on earth would the mayor of Canada's oil city want to sit down and listen to a 16-year-old tell him that his 
province is helping destroy the planet and that he should help shut down the very industry that has made his city 
great? It is at minimum naive, if not downright stupid, to believe that Greta and the XRs might be interested in 
hearing about Alberta's attempts to curb carbon emissions. 


Don Braid: How should Alberta greet Greta Thunberg?( hittos://nationalpost.com/news/politics/braid-how-should- 
alberta-greet-greta/wcm/3d69042c-a96d-4773-afba-d0a22a6657ec ) 


Opinion: Thunberg's visit to Alberta should be very educational = for her( 
httos:/nationalpost.com/opinion/columnists/opinion-thunbergs-visit-to-alberta-should-be-very-educational-for- 


her/wcm/bb5dc257-8011-4084-b93e-d11fd8d5e3ee ) 


Greta Thunberg loses out on Nobel Peace Prize. How could so many be wrong?( 
httos://nationalpost.com/news/world/how-could-so-many-be-wrong-greta-thunberg-loses-out-on-nobel-peace-prize ) 


Fortunately, Alberta Premier Jason Kenney seems to have held on to his common sense, not to mention his clear 
grasp of the radical political, social and economic upheaval Greta and the XRs have in mind. Kenney has it right: "If 
you believe that the entire industrial modern economy should be shut down tomorrow, that the airplanes should 
stop flying, the cars should all stop driving, that millions of people should be put into unemployment, because we 
need to turn off the consumption of all hydrocarbon energy tomorrow, if that's what you believe, then you're 
probably not going to be a _ supporter of what we're doing in Alberta," Kenney — said( 
https:/www.thestar.com/calgary/2019/10/16/greta-thunberg-to-appear-at-climate-rally-in-edmonton-on-friday.htm! ) 


on Wednesday. 


A total shutdown of Alberta oil is exactly what Greta, Peggy and XRs want. While the mayor of Calgary and others 
scramble to meet and greet Greta, some Albertans with different views announced plans to mount an anti-Greta 
counter-demonstration. 


Greta, in any case, seems to have no inclination to listen to glad-handing opportunistic mayors. After XR 
demonstrators clashed with police in London earlier this week, Greta - from her resting place in the United States in 
preparation for her Alberta events - urged the demonstrators to break the law. "If standing up against the climate 
and ecological breakdown and for humanity is against the rules then the rules must be broken," she tweeted. 


Finally, on Thursday, flocks of (mostly U.K.) entertainment celebrities - Jude Law, Benedict Cumberbatch, Bob 
Geldof - signed an "open letter to the media( https://rebellion.earth/2019/1 0/1 6/celebrities-backing-extinction- 
rebellion-say-yes-we-are-all-hypocrites-in-open-letter-to-media/ )" warning that "Life on earth is dying. We are living 
in the midst of the 6th mass extinction." 


Environmental activist Greta Thunberg marches at a climate change rally in Rapid City, South Dakota, Oct. 7, 2019. 


In time this kind of hysterical posturing should run out of gas, as have most of the "End is Near" believers through 
history. Such predictions of doom dissolve as reality takes over and the alleged science behind dire warnings 
proves false and unfounded. The world moves on. 


When Greta and Peggy, the celebrities, the XR activists and the green politicians cite science to warn of collapsing 
civilization and looming mass extinctions, they are puppets parroting the latest pronouncements of scientists who 
have been disseminating false warnings for decades. 


Underlying facts and uncertainties about climate change, species extinction, environmental change and pollution 
are ignored in favour of the warnings from false prophets. 


Nobody represents science alarmism more effectively than Paul R. Ehrlich, the 87-year-old Stanford University 
biologist who is one of the leading proponents of the ideas behind the XR/Greta/Peggy belief that we are in the 
midst of a Sixth Mass Extinction. A recent paper( /ttos:/www.pnas.org/content/114/30/E6089 ) co-authored by 
Ehrlich concluded that "the Sixth Mass Extinction is already here and the window for effective action is very short, 
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probably two or three decades at most. All signs point to ever more powerful assaults on biodiversity in the next two 
decades, painting a dismal picture of the future of life, including human life." 


We have heard all this before, especially from Ehrlich, whose false end-of-life pronouncements date back half a 
century. 


In 1967, Ehrlich - in one his many bell-ringers - warned that there was really no way( hitos.//cei.org/blog/wrong- 
again-50-years-failed-eco-pocalyptic-predictions ) the world could avoid a global famine. In his 1968 book, 
Population Bomb, Ehrlich declared that "the battle to feed all of humanity is over. In the 1970s the world will 
undergo famines - hundreds of millions of people are going to starve to death in spite of any crash programs 
embarked upon now." 


Even concerned environmentalists worry about the Ehrlich phenomenon. One writer describes( 
httos://www.resilience.org/stories/20 1 9-08-29/some-thoughts-on-extinction-rebellion-and-the-future-of-the-climate- 


movement ) the "Paul Ehrlich trap." Science is never so accurate that it can support precise and detailed time 
predictions. "The alarmist predictions Ehrlich made in the 1960s and '70s did more harm than good to the cause of 
earth sciences, in particular by disqualifying for several decades any serious policy conversation about 
overpopulation)." 


As Albertans gear up for the Greta Thunberg pre-election events, declarations of doom and predictions of imminent 
catastrophe, voters in the province and across Canada would be wise to stand back, listen to the premier of Alberta 
and wait for the science - and for the extremists to realize that their plans to shut down civilization as they think they 
know it is, to put it gently, wrongheaded. 


Email: tcorcoran@nationalpost.com( tcorcoran@nationalpost.com ) Twitter: terencecorcoran( 
httos://twitter.com/terencecorcoran ) \@COPYRIGHT=© 2019 Postmedia Network Inc. All rights reserved. 


Classification 


Language: ENGLISH 


Publication-Type: Newspaper 


Subject: ELECTIONS (90%); CAMPAIGNS & ELECTIONS (89%); ELECTIONS & POLITICS (79%); BIOLOGY 
(77%); GEOLOGY & GEOPHYSICS (77%); SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY (77%); BUSINESS NEWS (73%); 
ECONOMY & ECONOMIC INDICATORS (73%); EDITORIALS & OPINIONS (73%); NEGATIVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS (73%); national,election,swedish,climate,activist,greta '@PERMALINK= 
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/terence-corcoran-by-all-means-greet-greta-then-wait-for-the-science (%) 


Industry: ENERGY & UTILITIES (78%); FOSSIL FUELS (72%); PODCASTING (62%) 


Person: GRETA THUNBERG (79%) 


Geographic: LONDON, ENGLAND (87%); EARTH (79%); ALBERTA, CANADA (73%); CANADA (91%); UNITED 
KINGDOM (56%) 


Load-Date: January 29, 2020 


Page 4 of 4 
Terence Corcoran: By all means Greet Greta, then wait for the science 


End of Document 


